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combat numerous times in defense of
the Nation. He has served in various
command and staff positions over de-
ployments to Haiti, Iraq, and Afghani-
stan. He was a platoon leader and civil-
military officer in Operation Uphold
Democracy in Haiti, served multiple
combat tours to Afghanistan as a bat-
talion commander during Operation
Enduring Freedom, and a battalion op-
erations and executive officer, bat-
talion commander, as well as a division
deputy commanding general in Iraq
during Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Inherent Resolve.

Major General Eifler’s other assign-
ments include service in the 1st Ar-
mored Division, 2d Infantry Division,
4th Infantry Division, 10th Mountain
Division, 25th Infantry Division, 38th
Infantry Division, 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, and the 756th Ranger Regiment. In
addition to Infantry training, he is a
graduate of the United States Com-
mand and General Staff College and
the United States Army War College.

For the past 30 months, Major Gen-
eral Eifler has implemented and en-
hanced strategic partnerships with
Congress. Through his leadership, the
Army significantly advanced relation-
ships with both legislative chambers
and improved and broadened congres-
sional support for Army priorities.
Major General Eifler managed complex
issues through multiple legislative cy-
cles, enabling the Army to receive the
necessary resources to take care of its
most precious recourse, its people, im-
prove readiness, and accelerate mod-
ernization to support combat oper-
ations, sustain the All-Volunteer
Force, and improve the quality of life
for soldiers, Army civilians, and their
families.

On behalf of Congress and the United
States of America, we thank Major
General Eifler, his wife Sherry, and
their entire family for their continued
commitment, sacrifice, and contribu-
tions to this great Nation. We join our
colleagues in wishing him future suc-
cesses as he continues to serve our
great Army and Nation.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO UNDERSHERIFF
GEORGE SKULETICH

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I
have the distinct honor of recognizing
Undersheriff George Skuletich of
Butte-Silver Bow County as Montanan
of the Month for his steadfast service
to the Butte community for more than
40 years.

George started as a detention officer
at the Butte jail on June 5, 1981, and
later was appointed as a Butte police
officer in June of 1985. Since that time,
he has served as a patrol officer, patrol
sergeant, patrol lieutenant, DARE offi-
cer, school resource officer, SWAT offi-
cer, and patrol captain. He was instru-
mental in the design and building of
the Law Enforcement Center as well as
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the Butte-Silver Bow Detention Cen-
ter. George has served as Butte-Silver
undersheriff since January of 2013.

George embodies the heart of a Mon-
tanan and the public service and dedi-
cation of a Montana law enforcement
officer. Butte-Silver Bow Sheriff Ed
Lester has said if he had to go through
a door, not knowing what was on the
other side, he would take George with
him because he would never leave a fel-
low officer behind, no matter how bad
things got. There is no higher com-
pliment.

George has responded to nearly any
type of incident you can think of, from
aircraft crashes to bomb threats, and
his calm and respectful demeanor has
proven him to be a valuable leader.
George truly cares about the Mon-
tanans he has served. On behalf of a
grateful Butte community, I want to
thank George for his service to the
great State of Montana, and I wish him
a peaceful and relaxing retirement.e

————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF OREGON
TRAIL DAYS

e Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I
would like to recognize the 100th anni-
versary of Oregon Trail Days. This Ne-
braska tradition honors our State’s
history as one of the first stops on the
Oregon Trail. Settlers would start
their journey on the banks of the Mis-
souri River, passing through Kansas
before turning north into Nebraska.
Their journey took them through hun-
dreds of miles of central and western
Nebraska, including past Chimney
Rock, the most noted landmark on the
Oregon Trail’s nearly 2,200 miles.

Oregon Trail Days has commemo-
rated this pioneer history every year
since 1921, when it started as a small, 1-
day parade. Today, this festival has
grown into a 4-day celebration that
takes over the town of Gering in the
Nebraska Panhandle for 1 weekend
each July. Oregon Trail Days has
something for everyone: Visitors can
enjoy concerts, parades, an arts and
crafts fair, sporting events, food shows,
car exhibitions, and even a chili cook-
off. This is a wonderful opportunity to
get together and remember the adven-
turous spirit of the pioneers who set-
tled our land, and who built strong
communities for their families across
Nebraska.

Mr. President, I am honored to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of Or-
egon Trail Days here in the Senate.
Here is to 100 more years of this be-
loved tradition.e

——
TRIBUTE TO JOHN PAYIAVLAS

e Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the achievements of
a friend of mine and a great Ohioan,
John Payiavlas, who recently cele-
brated his 90th birthday.

John was born in 1931 to Greek immi-
grants Anthony and Paraskevi
Payiavlas in Warren, Oh. At the age of
20, he was drafted into the U.S. Army
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and underwent basic training at Fort
Riley in Kansas. In 1952, he was de-
ployed to South Korea, where he joined
U.N. forces in supporting South Korea
as part of Fox Company, 7th Regiment,
3rd Infantry Division. He later trans-
ferred to the Greek Expeditionary
Force Batallion—one of four Greek
Americans to serve in this batallion—
and was awarded the Commander’s Sil-
ver Cross of Valour for his exemplary
service. He was honorably discharged
in 1953 as sergeant first class.

John and his wife Marisa, who this
year will celebrate their 656th wedding
anniversary, were married 3 years after
John returned home to Ohio from the
service. In 1960, John purchased a small
company called Automatic Vendors,
which later became a multimillion-dol-
lar corporation known as AVI
Foodsystems. Since its inception, AVI
has served customers in more than
6,500 locations across the United States
and has become the largest independ-
ently owned and operated contract food
service company in the Nation. Cur-
rently, the company provides vending,
institutional dining, and coffee service
operations to companies across Amer-
ica.

Today, John Payiavlas runs the com-
pany alongside his children, Anthony
and Patrice Kouvas. The Payiavlas
family has made tremendous contribu-
tions to their community, including a
generous gift of $500,000 to Youngstown
State University for their new sports
media center. In 2006, John and his wife
were honored with the Cleveland Clin-
ic’s Distinguished Fellow Award for
their support of the clinic’s initiatives,
such as the Heart and Vascular Insti-
tute, the Taussig Cancer Center, and
the Glickman Urological Institute.

John Payiavlas has received numer-
ous accolades for his accomplishments.
In 2000, John was inducted into the
Business Hall of Fame of Northeast
Ohio’s Inside Business Magazine. In
2016, he was honored for his service in
the Korean war with the Washington
Oxi Day Foundation’s Jaharis Service
Award. In addition, John holds the
highest honor in all Christendom for a
lay person as an Archon Depoutatos of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which
dates back to the fourth century in the
Greek Orthodox Church. The service
and achievements of John Payiavlas
extend well beyond the State of Ohio,
and I applaud the lasting impact his
success will have on our future genera-
tions.e

———

REMEMBERING KATHERINE AND
ROBERT GARFF

e Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, today I
rise to pay tribute to the esteemed leg-
acy of Katherine and Bob Garff, two
maveriks whose towering achieve-
ments in business, politics, religion,
and education will continue to benefit
Utahns for generations. The Salt Lake
Chamber of Commerce has recognized
them with the presitigious and well-
earned 42nd Giant in our City award.
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